WHITMAN

terial ? Bee.au.se it has already been breathed upon
by the poetic spirit. A poet may bring the raw ma-
terial of poetry in the sense that he may bring the
raw material of a gold coin; the stamp and form
you give it does not add to its value. It is doubtful
if any of Whitman's utterances could be worked up
into what is called poetry without a distinct loss
of poetic value. What, they would gain in finish
they would lose in suggest]veness. This word "sug-
gestiveness" affords one of the keys to Whitman.
The objection, to him I have been considering
arises from the failure of the critic to wee and appre-
ciate his avowed purpose to make his page fruit-
ful in poetic suggestion, rather than hi samples of
poetic elaboration. "1 finish no specimens," he
says. "I shower them by exhutiMtlesH laws, fresh
and modern continually, as Nature does." He is
quite content if he awaken the poetic emotion with-
out at all satisfying it. He would have you more
eager and hungry for poetry when you hud finished
with him than when you began. He brings the
poetic stimulus, and brings it in fuller measure than
any contemporary poet; and this is enough for htm.
An eminent musician and composer, the late Dr.
Hitter, told me that reading "Leaves of (-*WSH"
excited him to composition as no other poetry did.
Tennyson left him passive and cold, but Whitman
set his fingers in motion at once; he was so fruit-
ful in themes, so suggestive of new harmonies and
158see how he fares.
